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April 28, 2011 
 

Dear Participants in the Critical Issues Forum, 
 

Welcome to the 2011 Critical Issues Forum Student-Teacher Conference.  It is truly a pleasure to meet the 
next generation of leaders in nonproliferation.  I understand that all of you have worked extremely hard 
under the guidance of your teachers to investigate formidable challenges of nuclear nonproliferation in the 
Middle East that is vital to global security and the world economy.  
 

This yearôs topic could not be more timely as the Middle East continues to be the center of global attention 
as change initiated by young people sweeps through the region. The Middle East is one of the most 
volatile regions in the world, where tensions over territory, religion, culture, oil, water, and other issues 
often explode into violent conflicts. Over the past fifty years, a variety of factors including security concerns 
and political ambitions have prompted several countries in the region to seek nuclear weapons.  At the 
same time that many countries have expressed interest in nuclear power as a potential means to meet 
their energy needs, there is renewed interest in establishing a Middle East Nuclear Weapon Free Zone.  
We are looking forward to examining the research projects by CIF students on various nuclear proliferation 
issues in the region, and look forward to their policy recommendations.  
 

Over the past two decades, CNS has dedicated itself to training the next generation of nonproliferation 
specialists at home and abroad and has helped to raise global public awareness of weapons of mass 
destruction threats. The Critical Issues Forum has been an integral part of this educational effort and 
serves as an important outreach program of the Center.  
 

The CIF program has reached out to hundreds of American and Russian high school students and 
encouraged them to study nonproliferation issues.  This year, for the first time, we are delighted to have a 
high school from China, TsingHua High, join our group.  We are working on ways to expand our high 
school nonproliferation education program to additional schools in more countries so that more young 
people like you, who will play leading roles in the future of global security will have an opportunity to study 
this vital issue.  
 

I hope that you will make use of this unique conference to get to know students and teachers from around 
the United States, Russia and China and to build friendships that will contribute to better understanding 
across cultures. I also hope all of you who have researched nonproliferation for the CIF program will 
continue your interest in these topics and study them further in high school and college.  
 

My CNS colleagues and I extend our sincere congratulations to all of you on your successful 
implementation of innovative CIF projects.  We are very proud of you and we eagerly look forward to your 
presentations over the next two days.  My best wishes to you for a successful conference.  
 

Sincerely,  
 

 
 
William C. Potter 
Director 
James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies and 
Sam Nunn and Richard Lugar Professor of Nonproliferation Studies 
Monterey Institute of International Studies  
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History of the CIF 

 
The James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies (CNS) began its high school 
educational outreach effort in 1997 in order to meet the needs of nonproliferation 
education among the high school students, which was practically non-existent. CNS 
initiated the CIF in 1998 in partnership with the Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratoryôs Science and Technology Education Program, and became the project 
leader of the CIF in 1999. CIF aims to empower students to develop informed opinions 
and think critically about the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, terrorism, and 

other crucial international issues of the 21
st 

century.  
 

 
1997-1998:  Terrorism in the Nuclear World 

1998-1999:  Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons 

1999-2000:  The Disposition of Nuclear Materials 

2000-2001:  Chemical and Biological Weapons 

2002-2001:  Missile and Missile Defense 

2002-2003:  Weapons of Mass Destruction in the Middle East and South Asia 

2003-2004:  Nuclear Issues in Northeast Asia 

2004-2005:  Peaceful and Terrorist Use of Radioactive Materials 

2005-2006:  Nuclear Weapons and Nonproliferation 

2006-2007:  Outer Space: The Next Frontier for Proliferation or Forum for 

Cooperation? 

2007-2008: Nuclear Renaissance: Benefits versus Risks 

2008-2009: Nuclear Disarmament: Challenges, Opportunities, and Next Steps 

2009-2010: Nuclear Nonproliferation: Global Opportunities and Regional challenges 

2010-2011: Nuclear Energy and Nuclear Weapons in the Middle East. 
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AGENDA  

Critical Issues Forum 
Spring 2011 Student ï Teacher Conference 

 
 

ñNuclear Energy and Nuclear Weapons in the Middle Eastò 
 

Casa Munras Hotel 
Andalucía room 

700 Munras Avenue, Monterey, CA 93940 
April 28-30, 2011 

(Presentation order is subject to change) 
 
 

Thursday, April 28 
 
8:00ð9:00 AM  Breakfast 
 
9:00ð9:20 AM Welcoming and introductory remarks,  

CNS Director, Dr. William Potter 
 
9:20ð10:35 AM  Student presentations  

1. 9:20-9:45 Cushing Academy, Ashburnham, 
MA  

2. 9:45-10:10 School #125, Snezhinsk, Russia  
3. 10:10-10:35 Charles Weber Institute, 

Stockton, CA 
 

10:35ð10:50 AM  Break  
 
10:50ð11:40 AM  Student presentations 

4. 10: 50-11:15 Municipal Educational Institution 
Linguistic Gimnasia #164, Zelenogorsk, 
Russia  

5. 11:15-11:40 La Puente High School, La 
Puente, CA  
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11:40 AMð1:00 PM CNS Students and Recent Graduates Panel  

ñChoosing to Make a Difference: Educational and 
Career Opportunities in Nonproliferationò 

 
1:00ð1:15 PM   Group Photo 
 
1:15ð2:30 PM  Lunch 
 
2:30ð3:45 PM  Student presentations 

6. 2:30-2:55 Lyceum #39, Ozersk, Russia  
7. 2:55-3:20 Presque Isle High School, Presque 

Isle, ME  
8. 3:20-3:45 Severskaya Gymnasia, Seversk, 

Russia 
 
3:45ð4:00 PM  Break 
 
4:00ð4:50 PM  Student presentations 

9. 4:00-4:25 TsingHua High School, Beijing, 
China  

10. 4:25-4:50 Lyceum, Lesnoy, Russia  
 

4:50ð5:00 PM  Announcements 
 
5:00ð5:30 PM  Meeting with teachers 
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Friday, April 29 
 
8:00ð9:00 AM  Breakfast 
 
9:00ð9:10 AM   Announcements 
 
9:10ð10:25 AM  Student presentations   

11. 9:10-9:35  Gimnasia #2, Sarov, Russia  
12. 9:35-10:00  Redwood Christian High 

School, San Lorenzo, CA  
13. 10:00- 10:25 Comprehensive School 

#216 Didakt, Zarechny, Russia 
 

10:25ð10:40 AM  Break  
 
10:40ð11:55 PM  Student presentations  

14. 10:40-11:05 Janesville Academy, 
Janesville, WI  

15. 11:05-11:30 School #109, Trekhgorny, 
Russia  

16. 11:30-11:55 School for Cosmonautics, 
Zheleznogorsk, Russia  

    
11:55ð1:30 PM Lunch 
 
1:30ð2:30 PM Keynote Presentation:    

ñNuclear Proliferation and the Middle East ï 
Predicting the Unpredictable?ò 
Speaker: Ms. Gaukhar Mukhatzhanova, CNS 
Research Associate 

 
2:30ð2:45 PM Break 
 
2:45ð4:00 PM  Student Presentations 

17. 2:45-3:10 Franklin High School, Elk 
Grove, CA  

18. 3:10-3:35 Municipal Educational 
Institution Gimnasia #41, Novouralsk, Russia  

19. 3:35-4:00 Orinda Academy, Orinda, CA  
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4:00ð5:00 PM  Awards Ceremony  
 
5:00ð6:00 PM Informal Reception, Casa Munras Hotel Andalucía 

room 
 
6:00ð7:00 PM  US teachers and Chinese teacher briefing session 
 
 
Saturday, April 30 
 
8:30ð10:00 AM  Breakfast 
 
9:00ð10:00 AM  Russian teachers briefing session 
 
10:30 AM   Leave for Monterey Bay Aquarium Tour 
 
11:00 AM   Monterey Bay Aquarium Tour  
 
 
 
 

  




