	
	Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction

Brief Background

As a result of prolonged efforts by the international community to establish a new instrument that would supplement the 1925 Geneva Protocol, the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), the first multilateral disarmament treaty banning the production and use of an entire category of weapons, was opened for signature on 10 April 1972.  The BWC entered into force on 26 March 1975.  However, the absence of any formal verification regime to monitor compliance has limited the effectiveness of the Convention.

Recognizing the need to strengthen the BWC, a group of governmental experts (VEREX) was established at the Third Review Conference of the BWC in 1991 to identify and examine potential verification measures from a scientific and technical standpoint. At a Special Conference held in September 1994 in Geneva, the States parties agreed to establish the Ad Hoc Group of the States parties to the BWC in order to negotiate and develop a legally-binding verification regime for the Convention. To this end, the Ad Hoc Group was mandated to consider four specific areas, namely: definitions of terms and objective criteria; incorporation of existing and further enhanced confidence-building and transparency measures, as appropriate, into the regime; a system of measures to promote compliance with the Convention; and specific measures designed to ensure the effective and full implementation of Article X on international cooperation and exchange in the field of peaceful bacteriological (biological) activities. 

At the Fourth Review Conference of the States parties to the BWC in 1996, the work of the Ad Hoc Group was discussed and the progress made thus far was welcomed. It also mandated the Ad Hoc Group to conclude its work on the future protocol at the latest by the Fifth Review Conference to be held in 2001. 

On 23 September 1998, an Informal Ministerial Meeting of the States parties to the BWC was held in New York at the initiative of Australia in order to demonstrate high-level political support for the negotiations.

At its 24th session (23 July –17 August 2002), which was the last scheduled session before the Fifth BWC Review Conference, the Ad Hoc Group was unable to conclude the negotiations on the draft protocol. 

The Fifth Review Conference was convened from 19 November to 7 December 2001 in Geneva.  Due to persisting divergent views and positions on certain key issues, however, the Conference decided to adjourn its proceedings and resume its work from 11 to 22 November 2002 in Geneva. 

In pursuant to the decision taken at the Fifth Review Conference in 2001, the Conference was reconvened from 11 to 15 November 2002 in Geneva.  States Parties adopted a Final Report that included a decision to hold annual meetings of States Parties and experts meetings in the next three years leading up to the Review Conference in 2006. 
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