 I ask you to stop and think for a moment what it would mean to have nuclear weapons in so many hands, in the hands of countries large and small, stable and unstable, responsible and irresponsible, scattered throughout the world. There would be no rest for anyone then, no stability, no real security, and no chance of effective disarmament. There would be only the increased chance of accidental war, and an increased necessity for the great powers to involve themselves in what otherwise would be local conflicts.
John F. Kennedy

-July 26, 1963
In my presentation today I'm going to consider some of the critical issues on nonproliferation and disarmament through the cartoons. Using a humorous or satirical medium can very often provide better and in some cases quite sudden comprehension of the very essence of the problem considered.

 The cartoons used in this presentation are taken from the Nonproliferation Review and Newsweek.

Current Critical Proliferation Challenges

Horizontal proliferation.

Nonproliferation efforts face significant challenges with the situation in some countries. Among them - North Korea.

1) Here is the first cartoon.

If you attentively look at the cartoon you can clearly imagine the situation before it and the situation after it, in other words the cartoon is, in fact, a good still from the film. 

 Judging by the cartoon it is absolutely clear how great the wish of North Korea to join the nuclear club is. 
Before: North Korea has joined, violated, and withdrawn from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty   in the course of activities apparently dedicated to the production of nuclear weapons. It announced its withdrawal from the NPT on January 10, 2003.

I can say that this cartoon shows the problem with Article X of the NPT.  Under it a party can at any time declare its withdrawal from the treaty with three months’ notice if it decides that ‘extraordinary events’ have occurred which ‘it regards as having jeopardized its supreme interests.’

But under the NPT a country can legally manufacture the components of a nuclear weapon, notify the IAEA and withdraw from the Treaty, and then assemble its nuclear weapons. 
This is just the case of North Korea.

 What are North Korea’s motivations to possess nuclear weapons? 
I suppose most probably, North Korean leaders are willing to negotiate their nuclear and missile programs away for a deal that guarantees their security and sovereignty. North Korean leaders want to create a better environment for economic reforms. The nuclear weapons and missile programs are intended to strengthen North Korea's weak bargaining position. 
2) The second cartoon (cabinet NK)

May be it was and it is the real state of things in the North Korea’s leadership? It is often very difficult to tell what lies behind North Korea's moves. Pyongyang and its leader Kim Jong-il act in erratic and contradictory ways. 

On 19 September 2005,  the six parties involving the Republic of Korea, China, Japan, Russia and the United States signed a "Statement of Principles" whereby North Korea would abandon its nuclear programs and return to the NPT and IAEA safeguards at "an early date."
Concern about future. It is not yet clear whether Pyongyang will remain committed to implementing the deal. 
3) Next cartoon.(Iran full cycle)  
Let’s have a look at the next cartoon. Has Iran really fooled the world regarding its nuclear program? Iran hid a uranium enrichment program for 18 years until its activities were exposed in 2002. Discoveries of undeclared nuclear activities of Iran, have underlined the need to strengthen the safeguards system.  
Under Article IV, the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, every country does have a right to nuclear development for peaceful purposes. The fear is that countries may use this as a guise for weapons development. This is the concern about Iran.
Concern about future. The Islamic Republic is determined to acquire a sophisticated nuclear infrastructure that will avail it a weapons option in the near future. It would increase the tension in the region: other countries would likely be motivated to seek nuclear weapons as a response to neighbors’ nuclear developments. 
4) Let's pass over to the next cartoon (Iran - I’ll take it)  
The cartoon shows in a satirical way the desire of Iran to acquire nuclear weapons.  Iran is run by authoritarian regime and its aims unclear. The policy imperative toward Iran is to convince the regime in Teheran that the acquisition of nuclear weapons would be counter to Iranian interests, and foregoing these weapons could be  in line with the country’s interests.

5) The cartoon   PAKISTAN

This cartoon makes me think about Pakistan as a nonproliferation challenge in the South East.
It is one of the three states that have not signed the NPT treaty—India, Israel, and Pakistan. Pakistan is a newly declared nuclear-weapon state. Weaponisation plans add to the tension in the region. 

The third phrase “….. only external if it’s done privately…” implies

the A.Q.Khan network which showed not only the influence of non-state actors but also the importance of global technological diffusion. It manufactured and distributed components in many countries around the world.
One suggested reform is to improve the legal basis for punishing individuals who contribute to proliferation. It is United Nations Security Council 1540, adopted in May 2004. It requires all states to criminalize proliferation.
6) Cartoon   India and Pakistan

The list of trouble spots include India and Pakistan. Both countries are newly declared nuclear-weapon states. Since their independence, India and Pakistan have generally remained in a constant state of hostility. The stalemate on Kashmir continues and it adds tension nowadays. But the use of nuclear weapon is not the way to solve the conflict. 
7) The next cartoon 
Looking at this cartoon I can make only one conclusion:

Arms race should be stopped and conflict solution should be found.

8) Cartoon –Saddam  
The possible possession of these weapons was in fact the casus belli of the Iraq war initiated by the United States. The “Coalition forces” went to war to destroy what they called Saddam's threatening arsenal but did not find any weapons of mass destruction. Neither did UN and IAEA inspectors. 
In this situation the United Nations failed to be the appropriate framework for solving Iraqi problem with peaceful means. There is a demand for some form of really efficient world government capable of meeting the challenges of such crises. 
And no one can seriously believe that disarmament by wars is the way forward.
9) Cartoon (Russia)  
 You can read 27,000 nuclear warheads. According to the estimates – this is the number of warheads Russia possessed in 1995. 
This cartoon raises the problem of nuclear arms reduction and, of course, the problem of security. Today, the term “nuclear security” is frequently used in the context of   whether nuclear weapons and materials are properly safeguarded against theft and terrorist attacks.
Since the end of the Soviet Union in 1991, Moscow’s inventory has been cut in half through U.S. / Russian strategic agreements. 
 There have been the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaties, START I and START II. There is also the Cooperative Threat Reduction program, commonly called “Nunn-Lugar". Since 1991, the Nunn-Lugar program has not only deactivated nuclear warheads but also led to the destruction of hundreds of ballistic missiles, strategic bombers, and submarines. 
Some more programs to make Russia’s Nuclear Stockpile secure should be mentioned: the Nuclear Weapons Storage Security Program and the Nuclear Weapons Transportation Security Program .
Future. And just in comparison with the figures mentioned above to show the progress on this issue - the USA and Russia will retain 1,700 to 2,200 deployed nuclear weapons in their arsenals after the May 2002 Moscow Treaty is fully implemented in 2012.

10) Cartoon(No Cause for alarm) 
This cartoon addresses the problem of vertical proliferation and in some way may be related to the previous one.
Arsenals of strategic and non-strategic nuclear weapons possessed by Russia and the United States are excessive for maintaining their military security levels. According to the estimations of Natural Resources Defense Council Bush Administration is spending 12 times more on beefing up nuclear research and production than curbing nuclear proliferation.

11) Cartoon (Submarine)  
At the 2005 NPT Review Conference non-nuclear member states expressed the concern that nuclear-weapon states should fulfill their obligations to not only reduce their nuclear arsenals but actually eliminate them.
12) One more cartoon (Bush on a nuke)  
The cartoon says, …”I have always relied on them.”

This cartoon may be related not only to the United States but in fact to all nuclear countries (old and newly-declared) and those who wish to acquire nuclear weapons.

And the question is: will nuclear weapons likely continue to be an important tool of foreign policy during the coming decades?         

13) Cartoon (нейтронная)  

Of course, it would be nice to have weapon that eliminates only terrorists. To my mind, the idea of this cartoon is that under the guise of developing means of  security measures against terrorists   the program can be used to develop new kinds of destructive weapons. Developing a new generation of nuclear weapons could restart an international arms race, making the world less secure.

14) Cartoon (Собака)                                                                                                                                                                          

 Critics of nuclear elimination speak of the difficulty of ensuring the nuclear weapons and related technology could be completely destroyed in a manner that would be verifiable. They argue that one could never be sure that someone, somewhere was not hiding a bomb in the basement that could be used against other states. It is also impossible to eliminate knowledge of nuclear weapons, which means that the risk of a new bomb program would always exist. 

Doubts about verification make state leaders nervous and have therefore prevented progress toward nuclear elimination.
15) Cartoon ( Missile defense)  
The cartoon says what was before: withdrawal of the U.S. from the ABM in June, 2002. At present US administration is developing an anti-missile defense system, dubbed by some "the son of Star Wars.” Members of the Bush administration emphasize that this is not Star Wars. It is designed to be effective against attack from countries with limited missile programs, such as North Korea and Iran.    
Many policy makers view Washington’s arguments about the ballistic missile threat from rogue states as a smoke screen intended to conceal U.S. ambitions for space domination. 
	
Animated guide: How the shield works 
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 In this context we may have a look at the next cartoon

16) Contra proliferation  
 Bush administration claim they pursue a missile defense system to counter a missile attack in the future.  But a more reliable course to improve chances for missile defense is to achieve deeper international cuts in offensive weapons.
17) And the last cartoon (взрывы)
  Where have all the flowers gone?

This is not a desirable future for the planet. There is no place for high- or low-yield weapon in our future life, if we don’t want to eliminate ourselves.
 In my presentation cartoons presented today are drawing dealing with the nonproliferation events in an amusing or satirical way. 

I hope they have given a fresh point of view on the things and actions of concern. These cartoons are supposed not only to amuse, but also to give rise to ideas on the solution of the most critical current issues. And these contribute to establish peace on the Earth. Let it be so.  
