Introduction

As we enter the new millenium, it is abundantly clear that humankind has squandered many of the earth’s precious resources. In addition, we continue to utilize toxic, often deadly sources of energy. Moreover, through arrogance, ignorance and irresponsibility, we continue to behave reprehensibly by continuing to build, test, and stockpile weapons of mass destruction and to allow the spread of nuclear weapons for profit around the world. We maintain nuclear arsenals under the misguided and arrogant notion that we as a nation possess the wisdom and compassion necessary to avoid their usage, and that possession of these weapons might stop people from making war. We have to realize that we remain human in the face of nuclear weapons and how helpful and unhelpful our human-ness is in confronting the future.


It takes some years for substantially new weapons technologies to be developed and fielded into dependable military systems. Few events define the modern era with the TRINITY, the detonation of the world's first atomic device in Alamogordo, New Mexico on July 16, 1945, the destruction of Hiroshima on August 6 and three days later, the use of another and final nuclear weapon on Nagasaki. We have seen how Hiroshima is a watershed event that has permanently altered our scientific, technological, political, and military landscapes.  It has not, however, been widely perceived to have had a comparable impact on our perceptions of self, reality, history, future, and faith.  This is not surprising, for often the more important a human event, the more its significance eludes us.  Precisely because of its dimensions, the meaning of Hiroshima is difficult to penetrate.  The awesome nature of the technology of destruction itself and the resulting psychic "numbing," has inhibited our ability to comprehend the transformations that have occurred.  Human beings master new technical skills quickly but are slow to interpret the effect that new technologies have on their nature, their changing values, and their ways of thinking and behaving.

Whatever can be said for or against our time, it is burdened with a knowledge that otherwise rational people have carried out the extermination of entire populations if it suited their purpose; that professionals with pride in their professions lent their expertise to mass murder; that students and professors continued to learn and teach; and that many good citizens, far from raising a wild cry of outrage, accepted these policies as an eminently sensible means of waging a war or establishing socialism in one country, or eliminating a superfluous population. Polls show that Americans have generally supported nuclear weapons developments and even first use of the weapons. According to Gallup surveys, a majority supported using the atomic bomb in Korea in 1951 after China entered the conflict; in Vietnam in 1954 when the French were surrounded; and against China in 1955 during the first Quemoy-Matsu crisis. During the 1980’s with antinuclear sentiment rising, polls showed overwhelming support for a no first-use pledge, but a later survey found a near majority backing use of the bomb against Iraq in 1991, and again in 2003 if it used weapons of mass destruction.

