Uranium enrichment in Japan

Laser enrichment project

Japan shelves laser uranium enrichment method

The Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry has decided to shelve its research and development on laser uranium enrichment technology used to produce fuel for nuclear power, ministry officials said on Oct. 2, 2001. The decision reflects questions about the technology's applicability and economic feasibility. Since the late 1980s, the government has spent more than 50 billion yen and the power industry over 15 billion yen on developing laser uranium enrichment technology. 
The ministry will turn its focus to enhancing the efficiency of the existing centrifugation technology. The uranium enrichment factory of Japan Nuclear Fuel Ltd. in Rokkasho village, Aomori Prefecture -- scheduled to be expanded in 2010 with laser uranium enrichment technology -- plans to use an improved centrifugation method. (Kyodo Oct 2, 2001) 
  

JNFL Rokkasho-mura uranium enrichment plant

Court dismisses suit against Rokkasho enrichment plant

On March 15, 2002, the Aomori District Court dismissed a suit filed almost 13 years ago by citizens seeking a revocation of government approval for a uranium enrichment plant in the village of Rokkasho, Aomori Prefecture, ruling the government's safety check was appropriate. 
Presiding Judge Tsutomu Yamazaki dismissed the plaintiffs' claim that the uranium plant should not have been approved because the facility could be vulnerable to massive earthquakes, plane crashes and major nuclear accidents. (Kyodo March 15, 2002) 
  

JNFL Rokkasho-mura MOX fuel fabrication plant project 

CNIC protests Aomori Gov's signing of agreement on construction of Rokkasho-mura MOX plant

Citizens' Nuclear Information Center protests Aomori Prefecture's decision to sign the basic cooperative site agreement for a MOX Fuel Fabrication Plant and demands that it rescind the agreement. The agreement has been signed between Aomori Prefecture, Rokkasho Village, Japan Nuclear Fuel Ltd (JNFL) and the Federation of Electric Power Companies (FEPCO). (CNIC Apr. 19, 2005) 

Aomori government approves Rokkasho-mura MOX plant

On April 14, 2005, Aomori Gov. Shingo Mimura accepted Japan Nuclear Fuel Ltd.'s request to build a plant to process plutonium-uranium mixed oxide fuel in the village of Rokkasho.
Mimura said Aomori Prefecture and Rokkasho will each receive 980 million yen [US$ 9 million] per year in central government subsidies for two years beginning fiscal 2006 in return for hosting the facility. The subsidies are in line with electricity provision laws.
The MOX Fuel Fabrication Plant will be built within the grounds of the existing Rokkasho nuclear spent-fuel reprocessing plant at an estimated construction cost of 120 billion yen [US$ 1.1 billion]. The two plants will be connected underground for the delivery of plutonium and uranium. (Japan Times 15 Apr 2005) 

Aomori government to approve Rokkasho-mura MOX plant

Aomori Gov. Shingo Mimura will approve a request from Japan Nuclear Fuel Ltd. to construct the nation's first commercial plant to process mixed uranium and plutonium oxide (MOX) nuclear fuel in Rokkasho-mura in the prefecture, sources said. The governor is expected to sign the basic agreement by the end of April 2005. 
At the plant, MOX will be reprocessed to be used in plutonium-thermal nuclear power generation. MOX will be extracted from spent nuclear fuel at a reprocessing plant currently under construction in the village. About 130 tons of MOX are expected to be produced annually at the new plant. It will cost about 120 billion yen [US$ 1.1 billion] to construct the MOX facility, which will be built next to the nuclear fuel reprocessing plant. (Yomiuri Shimbun Apr. 7, 2005) 

Japan Nuclear Fuel Ltd. seeks license to build MOX fuel plant at Rokkasho-mura

Japan Nuclear Fuel Ltd. (JNFL) is seeking a license to build a plutonium fuel fabrication plant at Rokkasho-mura, the utility-owned company said. Construction work on the plant would begin in 2004 and be completed in 2009, assuming both the Aomori Prefecture and Rokkasho-mura approve the project. (Platts Aug. 27, 2001) 

Japan Nuclear Fuel Limited to build MOX fuel plant at Rokkasho-mura

On Nov. 10, 2000, Japan Nuclear Fuel Limited (JNFL) announced the project to construct a MOX fuel fabrication plant adjacent to JNFL's Rokkasho-mura reprocessing plant (currently under construction). The fuel plant will have a maximum capacity of 130 tonnes of MOX fuel per year. Construction costs are estimated at 120 billion Yen (about US$ 1.1 billion). 
  

